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Jear Fellow-member of C.M.S., 


. 
_We are living at a moment when there 
$ a great deal of discussion going on 
bout the subject of evangelism. What 
yas at one time held to be the special 
rovince of the specially gifted, is now 
ing seen to be the responsibility of a 
ul wider circle. What was at one 
ime thought of as an occasional activity 
snow coming to be regarded by a grow- 
number of Christians as an attitude 
Which should inform the whole life of 
Church. All this is very much to the 
ood. Among Christians a new climate 
Mf thought is being created. That be- 
lind this new mood there are many 
notives, ranging from an almost pure 
levotion to our Lord at one end, to what 
s little more than an anxious quest for 
ome basis of social stability at the other, 
loes not detract from the importance for 
he Christian Mission to-day that there 
s this wide-spreading concern. Surely 
he life-bringing Spirit of God is moving 
er the face of the waters ! 
That same Spirit is the Spirit of wis- 
jom and understanding, of counsel and 
ff knowledge. We respond to Him best 
yy honouring Him as the only source 
Mf these indispensable qualities. Seek- 
ng them from Him, and only from Him, 
ve discover indeed that He is the Spirit 
Mf might (Isaiah 11.2). 
is NeEws-LeETTerR is an invitation to 
ar what the Spirit is saying to the 
yhurches. Now, as always, He speaks 
us through the events of history in- 
preted by men who have themselves 
“apprehended” by Him. Some of 
. “listeners” I am going to intro- 
to you here. It can only be the 
st introduction. I hope you will 
it up, for they have much of im- 
e to say as they speak “in the 


ILIAR GUISE 


vill begin with a readily recognizable 
ation of evangelism taken from the 
listic campaign held in the dio- 
of Uganda last year. Of it the 
> of Uganda has written as 
: all started the Mission at the end of 
with a feeling of unpreparedness and 
In many places in the coun- 
fi losing heart for 
me...but since the Mission a great 
has come. I think there is hardly a 
ops at a road junction in the whole 
ere a little group of men and 


~e 
In familiar guise 
A new dimension 
A new society 
Christ incognito 
A new language 
The old starting point 


women has not stood to preach the Gospel. 
Several times during the Mission, while 
travelling in the car, I rounded a corner to 
find a group of our people standing by the 
roadside addressing passionately a number 
of people standing just within earshot. I 
have stood with these groups and seen large 
numbers of people, many Muslims among 
them, listening to the witness of simple 
people. I remember especially the witness 
of a blind man on one occasion who said 
that he no longer considered he was blind 
since he had seen his Master. It may seem 
a fruitless procedure to go and preach 
crudely in the open air with no apparent 
results, but at least it was an occasion when 
many who had never done so before con- 
fessed Christ openly before their fellows, 
and were strengthened and confirmed.... 

“The second impression I had from the 
Mission was of the almost unbelievable 
hunger for God which was demonstrated by 
the response we had....Intellectually we 
had never doubted that the work is not ours 
but God’s, but in the Mission we almost saw 
Him at work, so great was the contrast 
between our ineffectiveness and the things 
which God did in people’s lives.” 


That illustration shows us a primary 
form of evangelism, and anyone who has 
ever tried to speak for Christ will recog- 
nize how authentic is the experience 
which the Bishop of Uganda describes. 
I would wish to insist that just such evan- 
gelism, making use as it does of the 
humble, convincing witness of simple 
men and women, has an abiding place 
in the Christian Mission, and at the right 
time and place is indeed a preaching of 
the Gospel with signs following. 

I would, however, want to add that we 
need the guidance of the Spirit of wisdom 
and understanding, of counsel and know- 
ledge, to discern what is the right time and 
the right place. Not every time, not every 
place, is right for this particular form of 
evangelism. What we can say and must 
say, as Christians, is that for every time and 
in every place there is some appropriate 
form of evangelism. Let us hold on to that 
and we can pursue our inquiries with the 
eager expectancy of those who are prepared 
for the surprises of the Holy Spirit. 


A NEW DIMENSION 


I would like to suggest that we shall do 
something to clarify our own thinking if 
we distinguish a two-fold task confront- 
ing those concerned with evangelism. 
In the world to-day we are preaching our 
Gospel to two quite different audiences. 
What enormously complicates our task 
is that members of these two audiences 
are often in the same audience, and not 
infrequently some are slowly but surely 
moving over from one audience to the 
other. There are, first, those who have 
a wrong idea of God, who have never 
seen Him in the face of Jesus Christ. To 
them we can proclaim good news about 
God. The other audience consists of 
those with no idea of God at all, for 
whom He is an “unnecessary hypo- 
thesis”. To them we have to proclaim 
a message which will first convince them 
that there is a God, and then that this bit 
of news is good. Manifestly the ap- 
proach to these two audiences cannot 
be the same. 

The first audience may be responsive to 
traditional forms of evangelism, as was the 
case in Uganda, as already quoted, the 
second most certainly will not. To which 
should be added the fact that in the West, 
to a far greater extent than most Christians 
are yet ready to admit, and in Asia and 
Africa to a steadily increasing extent, men 
and women are moving over from the first 
audience to the second. Therein lies the 
tremendous challenge of our time. That I 
am not exaggerating will be readily appar- 
ent to anyone who takes up the following 
introductions. 


A NEW SOCIETY 


My first introduction is of Canon 
E. R. Wickham of the Industrial Mission 
in Sheffield. Through his book Church 
and People in an Industrial City we can 
hear something of what the Spirit is say- 
ing to the Churches. This book, at first 
sight a study of one English industrial 
centre—Sheffield—is to my mind equally 
relevant for Nigeria and Uganda, for 
India and Pakistan, for Malaya and 
Japan, and many other places. It pre- 
sents one of the most searching analyses 
of the evangelistic task of our generation 
which I have read anywhere—and it does 
not stop at analysis. It points the way 
forward. I give just one quotation: 

“...If there are sociological and con- 
ditioning factors intimately related to the 
likelihood or otherwise of man’s belief in 
the Gospel, if some environments make 
response more probable and others more 
improbable, then it follows as night follows 
day that the Church must be acutely con- 
cerned with those conditioning factors, from 
the point of view of her missionary task, 
if for none other.” (p. 220) 

My second introduction is of a book 
which emphasizes again and again the 
argument advanced by Canon Wickham. 


! 

C. O. Rhodes, in his book The N 
Church in the New Age, sums up ¢ 
searching bit of enquiry with the s 
tence: : | 
“Tt seems as if wherever technolog 
civilization takes root supernatural relig 
is undermined.” (p. 36) | 


Speaking of those thus technologica 
conditioned he adds: 


“Their indifference to the Church is | 
a question of will but of capacity. It is: 
that they have encountered the moral : 
spiritual challenge and turned away — 
that the challenge does not exist for the 
They are no more capable of respond 
to the traditional presentation of the Chr 
ian faith than they are of bending tt 
elbows backwards.” (p. 64). 


That is not a counsel of despair. Righ 
understood it leads to a humble in 
cation of the Holy Spirit and a readin 
to submit to the discipline of getting fr 
Him wisdom and understanding a 
knowledge. 


Another voice through whom, if 
will, we can listen to the Holy Spirit 
an American writer, Amos N. Wild 
His recent book New Testament Fa 
for Today is a theologian’s attempt 
help us to see the proportions of « 
evangelistic task. Speaking of the v 
in which so many have misinterpre 
St. Paul by isolating his teaching fr 
its “life situation”, he writes: 


“ Redemption is not something which + 
be confined within the four walls of a sac 
edifice. It is not first of all a transact 
of the soul with God at the moment 
baptism, or in the Eucharist, or in some h 
of private meditation and ecstatic forete 
of eternal life. Redemption involves 
tyrants of the forum, the market place < 
the hearth; the false dogmas of the st 
and the economy ; the idolatries and sp 
of social traditions as they appear in 
flexible conventions and complacencies ; < 
the insidious authorities of unreason ; 
passion that speak through propaganda < 
the mass media. Here operate the pri 
palities and powers that are potentially 
throned by Christ. Individual and so 
salvation go together. Paul’s converts w 
the beneficiaries of a tremendous so 
emancipation as well as of a spiritual 
birth.” (p. 140) 

Elsewhere he writes of the mission: 
St. Paul words which deserve prolons 
meditation : 

“He made appeal to the total we 

icture and world story in the hearts of 

earers, both in respect to its origins 
creation and its goal in the new meme 

p. 

—a total appeal to the world picture 
the hearts of his hearers, how does « 
presentation of the Gospel stand up 
that measurement? Do we sit wh 
men sit in silence before we speak? 
we “listen in” before “breaking it 
Are we looking at the same picture ? 
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Meet a doctor, a physician of the body 
nd the mind and the soul, a healer in 
name of Christ, Paul Tournier of 
eneva. In his recent book The Mean- 
g of Persons, he shows us our world 
ough the windows opened on it in his 
sulting room. Incidentally he offers 
a brilliant study book on how to help 
pe ee warics to meet Christ. To- 
the end of his argument he says: 
; “The medicine of the person demands 
unconditional respect for the person of 
hers. That does not mean putting one’s 
| flag in one’s pocket, but rather that we 
t state our conviction in a way that is 
uly personal, not theoretical, having at the 


me time a sincere regard for the convic- 
ons of others.” (p. 193) 


t previously he had quoted the letter 
a patient which contained the follow- 
g sentence: 


“Those who impose upon us their science 
their theology, are incapable of healing 


> Operative word is “impose” 
fford Rhodes, in his book, utters a 
milar warning, in a wider context, when 
= writes of the all too common attitude 
f Church people to-day, and of some 
ngelists, when he says: 

The Church is trying to put something 
ss a public which stands condemned in 
eyes. It is trying to manhandle the 
populace into the Kingdom of God.” 


i Dr. Tournier has this invaluable re- 
inder to all of us who would be en- 
ged in evangelism—in healing—that 

ething must happen to us if through 

s anything i is going to happen to those 

} whom we go. ‘That is a large part 

if the essential message of his book, the 

me essage which, in one place, he sum- 

Marizes with the sentence: 

“To become a person, to discover the 
tid of persons, to acquire the sense of 
the person, to be more interested in people 

i Sgted than in their ideas, their party 
eir 


bel rsonage, means a complete 
voli ution, 


changing the climate of our 
. 183) 


h ave italicized the word “ our” to make 
re that the reader understands that 
Tournier is talking about the im- 
cations of evangelism for us. 


INCOGNITO 


My next introduction is to the artist 
andt through his _ interpreter 
. Visser *t Hooft. In his book 
tbrandt and the Gospel, Visser ’t 
has much to say about evan- 
n without ever mentioning the word. 
lly oo eta a Sasi Gpod. of 
tee y unlikely people can 
> set forth the Gospel. A reviewer 
hi has written thus: 
je (Rembrandt) was a wildly extrava- 
to lebian 
Promiscuous, “cag Pp fey 


yet Sir Charles Holmes could describe him 
as ‘the most profound interpreter of the 
human soul who ever handled brush’.” 
That is worth pondering. 


Visser *t Hooft remarks, and this is 
my only quotation from a fascinating 
book, how none of Rembrandt’s re- 
presentations reveal the personality of 
our Lord in a direct way: 

“Only by the manner in which those 

around him react, is it possible for his pre- 
sence to be recognized.” 
What a tremendous observation, not to 
be limited to the work of a great artist 
but to be seen as a direct reference to the 
way in which the Christ is or is not re- 
cognized by our world as it looks at us 
who stand around Him. 


A NEW LANGUAGE 
No consideration of evangelism can 


‘ignore the question of language. For 


those who are prepared to wrestle with 
a difficult but most rewarding book on 
this subject I would recommend Religious 
Language and introduce its author, Ian 
Ramsey, Nolloth Professor of the 
Philosophy of the Christian Religion in 
the University of Oxford. In his book 
he is dealing with one of the most pene- 
trating intellectual challenges of our time 
to the Christian faith. The whole issue 
of the meaning of words may appear at 
first sight peculiarly academic, the sort 
of thing only dons would quarrel about, 
until we remember that it is precisely 
because for so many in our world the 
traditional words of religion have no 
meaning at all, that we must rethink our 
evangelism. Professor Ramsey’s book 
is as encouraging as it is stimulating, if 
you are prepared to sweat. 


Looking at the world of the early 
centuries of the Church he shows how 
difficult it was for the Greeks to under- 
stand the Gospel: 


“ Could there be anyone”, the Greeks 
would ask, “of , whom both the words 
“God’ and ‘man’ had to be used? Their 
metaphysical maps left no place for such 
a logical geography of ‘Jesus ’.” 


Again the Jews had their own stumbling 
block. 


“There was no place for ‘ crucifixion ’ in 
what they wanted to say about ‘ Messiah’. 
In other words, neither Jews nor Greeks 
could formulate a credible language in 
which this preaching could be vigatlvenie “ 


“Here”, says Professor Ramsey, “ was 
the start of Christian doctrine.” 
“Preaching had to become analysis and 
teaching.” 

Do we begin to see the range of the 
evangelistic task of our own generation 
in which for increasing multitudes, the 

“ meta = deo maps’ once again leave no 
place “Jesus”, no place for the “ cruci- 
fixion” ? How vast an undertaking, then, 
is ours, how wide the range of gi ts that 


will be needed if in our day and generation 
the Gospel is to be seen and understood as 
relevant to the needs of men ! 

How infinitely exciting it is to be alive 
to-day when such tremendous explora- 
tions are afoot ! How insipid are those 

securities from which we have escaped ! 
Canon Wickham reminds us _ of 
Kierkegaard’s definition of faith: 

“not as fair-weather sailing in the ship, 
not as clinging to the rock, but as swim- 
ming in the deep with 70,000 fathoms 
below.” ; 


THE OLD STARTING POINT 


Who is sufficient for these things in our 
time ?—only those who are not only in 
debt to Christ but who gratefully 
acknowledge that indebtedness and who, 
without pretending that they can ever 


. 
become solvent, enter His service. Fi 
those who would re-equip themselves | 
the inner springs of Christian action | 
me close by commending for their rea 
ing, or re-reading, that study in the meai 
ing of the Cross which Douglas Webst 
produced last year under the title In De 
to Christ. As the author says, “ The so 
purpose of this book is that it may he 
some to ‘survey the wondrous Cross ’ 
That, after all, for the learned and tl 
unlearned alike, is the only starting poi: 
for evangelism. 
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